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Instruction 
Email completed and signed form CIE-155, and Form I-983 to the Center for International Education (CIE). Note that you are 
required to update the CIE of your name, address, employer’s name and address, and any period of unemployment within 10 days 
of moving/change. Even if there are no changes, you are still required to submit Form CIE-160, and Form I-983 once every six 
months while on STEM extension.  Please note that you may submit your Form I-765, Application for Employment Authorization 
up to 90 days before your current OPT employment authorization expires and within 60 days of the date the DSO enters the OPT 
recommendation into SEVIS. 
Part I. Student Information  
1. Family Name: 2. First Name: 3. Middle Name: 
4. Your address: 5. Date Degree awarded: 
6. Degree & Major: 7. School/Department: 
8. Phone #: 9. Email Address: 
10. SEVIS ID #: 11. OPT Start Date: 12. OPT End Date: 
Part II. Employment Information (past & present) 
13. Job Title: 14. From: 15. To: 
16. Name and address of the employer: 17. ☐Full Time/☐Part Time 
18. How is the employment related to your field of study? __________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

19. Job Title: 20. From: 21. To: 
22. Name and address of the employer: 23. ☐Full Time/☐Part Time 
24. How is the employment related to your field of study? __________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

25. Provide the total number of days of unemployment you have accrued since your OPT start date on your EAD Card: _________ 
26. Your current employer’s name as listed in E-Verify: 
27. Your supervisor’s name: 28. Phone # and email: 
Part III. Special Notes 
29. If your total number of days of unemployment is more than 90 days since the initial post-completion OPT authorization, then 

you have exceeded the period of unemployment and may be denied for the OPT Extension or other future benefits with USCIS. 
USCIS may request additional information, such as proof of employment or employment history during the application 
process. 

30. Once this form and the required $200.00 OPT Management Fee are submitted/received, please allow 7 working days, for CIE 
to review and process your request for OPT Extension.  Our office will then issue and email out an OPT Extension I-20 to you.  
OPT extension applications can be filed with USCIS as early as 90 days before your current OPT expires, but the application 
must be filed before your current OPT’s expiration date.  

31.   STUDENT REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

• If approved for OPT Extension, the student must send a scanned copy of their EAD card to isss@siu.edu.  
• Students with approved OPT Extension must report any changes in their name, address, and/or employment within 10 days of 
the change.  To do so, please complete and submit Form CIE-160, OPT Reporting/Data Validation, and Form I-983. Students must 
submit a Data Validation Report to CIE every 6 months, starting from the date the extension begins. 
Part V. Signature 
I certify that all information provided in this form is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief. I further confirm 
that I will notify CIE immediately if there are any changes to the information given in this form. 
32. Signature: 33. Dawgtag #: 34. Date: 
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CHECKLIST 
To submit a request for the 24-month extension, you will need to include the following documents: 
 
Documents submitted to CIE: 

1. CIE-155 Request for STEM OPT Extension. 
2. Form I-983,  Training Plan for STEM OPT Students. 
3. Receipt of the $200.00 processing fee. 

 
Documents to send/submit to the USCIS:   

• Form G-1145, if you want to be notified electronically by USCIS.  
• A copy of completed and signed Form I-765. 
• $410 application fee (staple check or money order on top of Form I-765—halfway down the page). Please make sure to 

submit the current application fee. 
• Two color photographs taken within 30 days of the filing of the application. (Write full name and USCIS# - refer to OPT 

authorization card, on the back).   
• Print-out of Form I-94 Arrival/Departure Number. 
• A copy of your current EAD (OPT) card (front and back). 
• A copy of the I-20 endorsed by the DSO for recommendation of the 24-month OPT Extension.  Make sure to sign the I-20 

before filing.  (USCIS must receive the I-20 within 60 days of the issue date.) 
• A copy of your TAMUK diploma that indicates the degree conferred and major field of study.  If the diploma is not 

available, an official or unofficial transcript can be submitted instead. 
• A letter from the employer verifying dates of employment. 
• A copy of passport. 
• A copy of F-1 student visa. 
• Be sure to check the most updated filing address and mail your application via a trackable mailing service. 

 
Students who timely apply for the 24-month OPT extension will be able to continue employment while the extension application is 
pending, until a final decision on the I-765 or for 180 days, whichever comes first. 
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